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Observation notebook
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Aso-Kuju National Park

Did you notice some
traces of animals?

What is the difference between
Tadewara marsh and around
your house?

( the color of the sky, the air, smell,
seasonal features+.)

Tadewara Marsh

registered under the Ramsar Convention

(bird’s chirp, poops, leftovers, or !
foot-marks on the snow) 3

(’ Next time you may \
\_meet these animals! |

Flowers and scenery changes their flgures every moment here-:
the different Tadewara Marsh will be waiting for you next time.
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What is the Ramsar Convention? | What is Wise Use in Tadewara Marsh? *(.
:
What is the Ramsar Convention? I The wetland registered under the Ramsar Conventlon 1

In wetlands, there is a rich growth of various forms of life such as aquatic birds, fish, animals Tadewara MarSh ‘

and plants. However, wetlands easily become targets for reclamation and development. The
needs to prevent the wetlands from destruction have come to be recognized among people.
The Ramsar Convention was set aiming to conserve them as precious natural resources in

Tadewara Marsh is one of the largest intermediate moor in Japan. Its area is about 38 ha. , its
altitude is about 1,000m. Surrounded by Kuju mountain range, it creates a unigue ecosystem
reflecting various kinds of geological and topographical features. This marsh maintains its /

—

e iwond End isEr e WISe ' vegetation thanks to the cold and pluvial environment, and also by a controlled burning |
2 | conducted by local people. Tadewara Marsh, a wetland produced by the bounty of nature and ‘
What is a wetland? \ human effort, was designated under the Ramsar Convention as an important wetland in the ;
| world. \
A wetland by the definition of the Ramsar Convention is a place where there is water. Not only ) {
marshes and tidal flats but also rice paddies or dam sites are included. ] . . . f
g What is the Wise Use in Tadewara? ;
The purpose of the Ramsar Convention: “Conservation” “Wise Use” E g ) §
“
Communication, Education, Public Awareness (CEPA)” s‘ Utilize its scenic view as a tourist |
i attraction ]
Conservation ; L@dswara Mar;h is situated along Yamanami '
Wetlands not only nurture biodiversity but also supply | Tflf way ;un_'mmg _lbetween _geptpu inqlhAsg.
Conservation people with life water. These are also the places where f resfamrarnsts]Saggglrr{rnacdoaets';ln sndo a tral e?t, |
people have been living harmoniously with nature and ] beautLiJfSI shift. with Othe] AsSin =9 s%r;sonz )
fostering culture. Conservation of the wetlands leads to ; fascinates a lot of tourist P Ing )
preserve our environment as well as creatures living there. ( ats o QUAISES. 5
: \ Boardwalk Construction ]
Wise Use -
. 3 . ) . ) I #ilil Along the both sides of the boardwalk, i
Wice Uke Th,?_ V_Vlserseh ofbthe \;\{etl?nds 'Sijeé'r,‘ed a5 sustama_g:e | supporting wood chlps in order to prevent falling. Wheelchairs and strollers can also pass on {
uti ;jzatrl]on or the benefit fo rr]nan In '? a way Qomp?tl e the boardwalk safely. In Tadewara, the efforts to remove barriers and improve its environment {
with the maintenance of the natural properties of the are being made so that more and mare people enjoy this place. {

ecosystem.” The Ramsar Convention promotes to
preserve both nature and culture in balance.

Communication, Education,

Nature Observation Walk
This meeting is conducted by the volunteer members of “Kuju Nature Keepers” and “Park )
volunteers in Kuju area” . A new discovery or an encounter may be waiting for you by walking

Communication, : cf
Education, Public Awareness (CEPA) with the members who are very familiar with the nature in Tadewara. |
Public Awareness People who are related to wetlands gather to study together, {
(CEPA) pass their knowledge each other, and have the knowledge in i

|
|

S R

common in order to promote a greater understanding In order to hand Tadewara Marsh over to the next generation.

of wetlands widely to the public.
R S S y Maintain the marsh

Japan is located in the temperate zones. Left unattended, the
wetlands in Japan will become forests ultimately. In Tadewara
marsh, people used to conduct controlled burning to maintain a
pasture for Cattle and horses. Now, people barely put cattle
out to pasture, but local volunteers continue controlled burning
so as to maintain this pastoral scenery and hand down the
local culture.

Action to eradicate exotic species
The invasion of the exotic species has been confirmed in

The wetlands registered under the Ramsar
Convention in Japan

Japan acceded to the Ramsar Convention in 1980.
Starting with Kushiro shitsugen in Hokkaido,50 wetlands
had been registeredin the Convention by October, 2015.
The habitats of aquatic birds used to be the main

places to register before. ¢ Tadewara Marsh, where many rare native species inhabit.
Now, various kinds of wetlands have been : 5 These exotic species have been brought in by human acts or
registered under the policy to register 2t ' : movements. Owing to their strong hold on life, they may take
Japan’'s unique diverse wetlands from . .d > | the place of the native species in Tadewara. In order to
rice paddies to egg-laying sites o] s | maintain the ecosystem formed uniquely there, national and
of sea turtles. . /,{ \ private organizations have been making an integral approach to
= vakushimas, 7 "= . . . : . . cutfeaf coneflower
. Nakushimas N [ i prevent exotic species from invading and taking root there.
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Tadewara Marsh is a basin-shaped wetland, formed by the volcanic ’actlvity from about 15,dOO (the last

) ) ‘ y { g
™ JI ad ewa raj M a rs h i glacial period) to 6,300 (Holocene) vears ago. The grit carried by Shiramizu river running through the Marsh
P o YJ-‘-— \ .‘J ot
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]
st iy N \ . . ; \AJ‘ and marsh sediments create this intermediate moor. [t is moistened by the rainfall and springs surrounding
'y \ it. Mosses peculiar to a wetland, reeds and Japanese pampas grasses thrive there. The boardwalk is set up
u ' e) a p through the marsh and you can feel the beauty of nature in Kuju walking along it.
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Mt.Mimata 1745m

t's an active volcano.
White smoke is rising
up from the crater.

e d e e

7

J\ You can see Mt.Yufudake i
| ona fine day
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Mt.Yufudake 1583m Mt.Hossho 1762m

The green graéses indicate where the
winds are blowing to.

Mt.Kuenhira1288m

Sugamori Pass Mt.lozan 1580m
l

The blackened marsh by a controlled
burning is colored by various flowers.

® relax and take a long look at | A big Miyama Stag Beetles

the mountains and the sky ‘ S : | may be sitting on tne
< ] ree

Summer 7
0GR
Day lily =7

This area is damp.
Not silver grasses
‘1 but reeds overgrow here.

Day lily:

' Summer cameria ‘- SN : - . Tsukushi o water ris
| its bark is beautiful! . : g | Rhodedendron

SR Autumn’
— Allium thunbergii

Field horsetail Golden violet L

heloniopsis Japonica

You can find fish
only here in this
acid marsh.
Let's find them!

.~ Parnassia foliosa’"

jj.‘_‘.‘ ~Konara Oak Daimyo Oak
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‘Oak -

| Parantica sita
| They love white flowers
{ such as eupatorium

- (mistflower)

-
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~ Autumn bellflower

Y This is the last flower
_ T to bloom before winter. |
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| Japanese
silver grasses

§ Autumn SO
Japanese
- silver grasses

Fox may peek
through the trees

| Mountain wisterias
| climbing on the
| bridge bloom in May

| Antigius attilia
| You may find them on

The smoke of Mt.lozan SEvereail Boien

coming forward 3 ;
— likely to rain ! : P s 3 : : : i
rising straight U? RS { PSR : | The color of this river
— Tine - o4 Slesrsse ) \ A is reddish in spite
| > Y . SN g : of its name >
“Shiramizu” (white river)

a fine day in the rainy
| High Brown Fritillary | season or in the early Paths
before taking a walk bl oy | ‘(fabriciana adipple) | meming o
, They come to suck paths,trails

vmomom == narrow path
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the nectar of the thistles

L5 bench

{
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- Chikugo river .
Source monument
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Japanese silver grasses are swaying \}3& e

in the wind and getting withered. The ko : , Chojab: A . : , : G\N'a,'(a' Ma'rsh./ ¢
marsh starts preparing for winter, Visitor: [ ~ e : : (2 T~ I 0 ,\ro, LY
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°® ™ - FmesEn Do not step d from the boardwalk
Tourist Infomation winter a8 bl o foatheca ¢ bRyl Do e
Center oy o _ while watching
Lot il K ® Do not pick or catch the wildlife in the
footsteps of animals 4 To KyusURyekenon e
i Yume"OERiibash) ® Do not throw your trash away. Take

them back home.

Jay
shake their tail feathers while chirping with their chest sticking good at imitating other birds’ chirps @ Follow the rules and keep your good

Meadow bunting

sitting on the branch out or machinery sounds

manners!
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“X /7 Zitting cisticola Chestnut-eared bunting #= Titmice 7
FOX Racoon dOg Weasel Hare V. reddish brown cheeks are their often use the birdhouse. £
Ar \  trademarks \ Q} The black part from the neck to the
/ } A ~ N/ v / A\ belly looks like a necktie\\y £
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